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Modals – Mixed Exercises 3 
 
1. 
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2.  Put the most appropriate modal verb into the following sentences. Sometimes you also 

need the negative! Choose from 
 

can / could / be able to / must / have to / should / ought to / be allowed to 
 
 
a)  People _____________________ use their mobile phones when they are talking to 

you. I mean, it’s not forbidden, but it is a bit anti-social. 
 
b) You _____________________ make any more sandwiches, we have plenty now! 
 
c) She _____________________ swim really well because she used to live by the sea. 
 
d) Tom’s parents are quite strict. Yesterday, he hadn’t finished his homework by five o’ 

clock , so he _____________________ go out at night. 
 
e) I used to _____________________ speak a bit of Polish, but I’ve forgotten most of it 

now. 
 
f) I _____________________ cook last night because we went out for dinner. 
 
g) _____________________ you hand me the sugar please? 
 
h) They are blocking this road because of construction work. From tomorrow, you 

_____________________ drive through this street or you’ll get a very high fine. 
 
i) You _____________________ play football here. It says „no ball game“. 
 
j) To work for this company, you must _____________________ speak at least three 

languages. 
 
k) _____________________ you do a handstand? 
 
l)  I _____________________ go to work by bus yesterday. My car was being repaired. 
 
m) You don’t look well. You _____________________ go home. 
 
n) If it doesn’t rain tomorrow, we _____________________ go for a long walk. 
 
o) Jerry, how many times have I told you? You _____________________ hit your sister! 
 
p) They are changing the law. In the future, you _____________________ drive without 

your seatbelt fastened at all times. 
 
 
 
3.  Together with a partner, write a dialogue using as many modal verbs as possible. Make sure 

you use them correctly and that your conversation still makes sense (well, a little bit, at 
least…). 

 


